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more particularly concerned them. They were not pre-
paring for a simple voyage ; for them it was a permanent
departure, and there were a thousand details to look after
for settling in the other country in which the young mulatto
was to live with the mistress to whom she was so devotedly
attached, Minha was a trifle sorrowful, but the joyous
Una was quite unaffected at leaving Iquitos, Minha Valdez
would be the same to her as Minha Garral, and to check
her spirits she would have to be separated from her mis-
tress, and that was never thought of.

Benito had actively assisted his father in the work, which
was on the point of completion. He commenced his
apprenticeship to the trade of a fazender, which would pro-
bably one day become his own, as he was about to do to
that of a merchant on their descent of the river.

As for Manoel, he divided his time between the house,
where Yaquita and her daughter were as busy as possible,
and the clearing, to which Benito fetched him rather oftener
than he thought convenient, and on the whole the division
was very unequal, as may well be imagined